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STAIN'S  PROM  UNCOLK'S  LIFE  BLOOD 


Plllow-Slips  on  Wliloli  the  Stateisman 
Breathed  His  Last.    /  S'  f  ^ 

Waslngton,  D.  C,  April  14.— [Special.]— 
Several  grewsome  remlnder-s  of  the  teri-ible 
tragedy  enacted  in  this  .city  thirty-one  years 
ago  tonight  were  shown  The  Tkibunb  cor- 
respondent today  recalling  anew  the  memo- 
ries of  that  April  Good  Fri(lay  hrght'when 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  assassinated  by  John 
Wilkes  Booth.  After  the  fatal  shot  Was 
fired  the  President  was  borne  unconscious 
to  an  unpretending  looking  brick  structure 
opposite  Ford's  Theater,  in  which  the  shoot- 
ing took  place,  where  he  breathed  his  last 
the  morning  of  April  15,  1865. 

At  that  time  this  house  was  owned-  by  a 
family  named  Peterson,  and  one  of  the  boys 
named  Fred  was  an  eye-witness  of  the  Jast 
moments  of  the  dying  President. 

During  that  awful  night  while  the  life- 
blood  of  one  of  the  greatest  men  the  world 
ever  saw  was  slowly  ebbing  away  and  stain- 
ing the  bed  linen  Surgeon-Geheral  Barnes 
called  young  Peterson  and  told  him  to  get 
clean  j)illow  cases  to  put  under  the  head  of 
the  patient. 

Preserves  Blood-Stained  Slips. 

.  With  rare  presence  of  mind  imone  so  young 
Peterson  took  the  gory  pillowslip  and  con- 
cealed it  for  future  use,  noting  at  the  time 
it  was  spattered  with  the  blood  and  brains  of 
the  Chief  Magistrate.  Another  pillowslip 
was  disfigured  in  the  same  manner  during 
that  eventful  night  and  it  fell  to  the  lot  of 
young  Peterson  to  obtain  it  also. 

The  following  morning,  after  the  dea,th  of 
President  Lincoln,  Mr.  Peterson  secured  the 
counterpane  which  had  covered  the  dying 
statesman  all  night,  and  securing  a  strong 
box  he  placed  the  pillowslips  and  the  coun- 
terpane in  it  for  safekeeping,  and  he  has  kept 
them  ever  since  as  mementos  of  that  thrill- 
ing event  in  his  life. 

When  these  blood-stained  relics  were 
shown  The  Tribune  correspondent,  al- 
though thirty-one  'years  had  elapsed,  they 
were  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation, 
but  discolored,  not  only  by  age  but  by  the 
blood  of  the  martyr  which  had  oozed  out  of 
the  gaping  wound  In  his  head  made  by  the 
bullet  from  Booth's  pistol. 

Offer.s  have  been  made  Mr.  Peterson  for 
the  plUowslipB  and  counterpane,  but  he  has 
Invariably  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  all  such  re- 
quests, and  he  proi)oses  to  keep  these  re- 
minders of  the  closing  days  of  the  war  as 
long  as  they  can  be  preserved  Intact. 

Honne   L'ded  for  Printing  Olfloe. 

Whether  It  was  the  painful  recollections 
of  the  close  of  the  tragedy  that  transpired 
within  the  walls  of  that  brick  hou.so  or  not 
that  Induced  the  Petersons  to  dispose  of  their 
house  is  problematical,  but  the  property  was 
sold  shortly  after  the  tragedy.  It  was  pur- 
chased by  Louie  Shade,  proprietor  and  editor 
of  the  Washing-ton  Sentinel,  a  paper  pub- 
lished In  the  interests  of  the  beer  brewers  of 
the  United  States. 

This  paper  was  set  up  and  printed  for  a  long 
time  In  the  bawement  of  the  house  where 
President  Lincoln  died,  but  more  recr-ntly 
the  building  has  been  used  as  a  Lincoln 
muHeum  under  the  chnrg'e  of  fapt.  Oldroyd, 
who  brought  a  collfotlon  o£  relics  fiom 
Sprlnglldd  to  Washington. 

TipwurdH  of  .I.OiH)  articles  connected  with 
Lincoln  and  his  career  are  on  exhibition  In 
this  house  dully.  There  Is  now  Ix-fDre  Coit- 
gress  a  proposition  to  purchase  this  build- 
ing for  $.')0,0<J(i,  but  this  sum  does  not  Include 
the  Oldroyd  collection  of  Lincoln  relics. 


futercitiug:  Relk-s  or  Lincoln.  / 

Chicago  Mall.   ^  .k^l^^ 
The  talk  about  the  removal  of  Libby 
Prison  to  Chicago  starts  afresh  remin- 
isGences  of  the  war.     There  is  Iivin>,' 
in  Chicago  today  a  lady  to  wlu>8e 
bouse  Lineolu  was  taken  from  Ford's 
theater  on  the  night  that  the  Pre.si- 
dent's  life  was  tal<en   by  .J.  VVilltes 
Booth.     The  lady  waaat  that  time- a 
child.    Her  people  were  Southerners, 
and  hated  everythinj?  Yankee.  How-, 
ever,   they   were   the  better  class  nf 
Southerners,    who  never  permitted 
any  one  beneath  their  own  roof  to  be 
treated     otherwise  than   as  gue.'rits.! 
When  Mr.  Lincoln's  body  was  carried; 
into   this  house  the   family  yielded 
everything  to  the  comfort  of  the  p.-s 
tient,  and  were  beeply  grieved  at  the 
misfortune,     as   thoy  subsequently 
showed.     The  lady  in  question  h.ns 
the  pillow  upon  which  the  martyred 
President  breathed   his  last.  The 
piece  of  candle  which  was  held  for  the 
surgeon  as  he  was  dressing  the  wound 
is  preserved  and   in   her  possession. 
The  coverlet  which  was  tli row n across 
the  sulferer,   and  many  of  the  little 
things  that  were  about  the  room,  and 
some  of  which  were  use'd  on  the  fatal  I 
night,  were  all  preserved,  and  aVe  in 
the  keeping  and   the  ownership  ofj 
Mrs.  Charles  Rector,  a  north  side  lady 
of  ( 'hicugo. 


o 


2>  ^  rsEiie:it  of  Civ.- 


,  -^-^^c  c.  ...ry-nd,  cn  oatn  dspose  and  say  ; 
Tiiat  I  ..as  personally  presert  cn  AT>r^l  l'^.]. 
ieC5,  at  516  Tenth  Street.  IT.-.,  ^  ,,,,,  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ' 

was  trought  into  .:y  Fat::^r.s  house  after  oeing  s^^c^'^n 
I^ord's  Theatre,  directly  orpcsite,   cy  Zootn;  ^ 

That  I  a:,  a  Sister  of  Ferdinand  Petersen,  late 
a  resident  of  the  City  of  ".asnin^tcn  .  ristric.  of  Col..Ma 
w^o  died  the  16th  day  of  CctoLer.  iSld; 

Tha.  ray  Brotner  at  tne  ti.e  of  his  death  ormed  ce^> 
tain  pillow  covers  and  a  piece  of  red  plush.     Said  .iHo. 
covers  contained  olood  s.ains   c.   tne  l.te  President  .tr....  ' 
Lincoln.     President  Lincoln  .as  carried  into  .y  rcc.  and 
laid  on  ny  led  a.d  aiea  tnereon  and  I  hno.  .hat  disposition      "      ■  ■. 
^.as  ^ade  of  tne  piUov;  covers  an.  t^.e  heading; 

That   I  have  e:-:airined  the  v--]i^:..  r-'^.r-c       •  . 

^--j.  J.0',.  c>.wc:rs  v.'ni  ch  are 

in  the  ^«„^^^,A.e^=...  SecurU,  a.a  ,r.st  Cc..any 

execute.  Of  t.e  Bsiite  of  l^teW,??^mSl^^'m" 

they  ore  the  same  -vh;  ch  -sere  -ahen  fron  rrr  roca; 

That  the  ,ieoe  of  red  plush  rhioh  has  heen  eo±itUed 

to  me  hv  said  Co—^-^"-'-  -•- c 

-      -^^  ...s    .a..en  frcn  t:.e  cox  in  v^hich  President 

Lincoln  ^;ras  sitting  at  the  t  hne  he  vas  shot; 

That  these  pillow  covers  .nd  piece  of  red  olush  .ere' 
always  hept  by  .y  P.oth^r  in  his  safe  deposit  lex  an.  ^-ere  re- 


^5  T 


■  Cit--  of    .£c>.._,      _  "  -^?i^5:-.E  ox  the 

■  ----^-oo: 

Lincoln.       ..eeo  ..Xi3.  --  -—.en. 

'  3axo  ue.osi,  oo::  of  ..... 

'°  -afe  deposit  oo:,  ^'  ' 

occab-iorxE. 

es<>oox..!:o  Of  -nin. 

"r.  Petersen. 
I-incoln  dioj. 

Security  ana  ^rust  ,:o  . 

^      1^0  Vera.  ■  ■  ''  ' 

^^'^i--  «ore  t;.o  eafa 
on  ^vhioa  t„e  lete  Pro- 


•  :.ijo 


ca;:  Security  ?.::d  Trus- 


i^s  e;-:£c;-  -;cr  cf 


estate. 


^  —  ^..c^        Dei  ere  r-;e  tr:ls  ^J/. 
C^-y  cf  April  ,  1923. 


Slip  on  which  Lincoln  expired 


Bovember  8,  1932 


Mr.  ®.  H.  Spurgeon 
118  South  23rd  Street 
Philadelphia,  Pemuylvenla 

daar  Ur*  Sporgaoni 

Your  letter  to  Mr.  Mil  has  been  submitted  to  this 
de^rtment  for  rei^ly. 

While  ye  are  very  much  interested  in  tha  onrnio  which 
yott  heve  preaervod,  I  regret  to  Bsy  that  m  heve  mo  appropri- 
ation in  our  budget  for  the  ccqaiaition  of  items  auch  m  you 
here . 

Our  effort  here  is  confined  entirely  to  boolce,  portraits 
fmd  m®i!ipicri|te  which  mey  serve  as  source  material  for  Lincoln 
students. 

stiell  he  heppy,  however,  to  keep  your  letter  on 
file  in  case  friends  of  the  Pound&tion  who  collect  curios 
woxdd  cere  to  secure  it. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


LA-WiLH 


Director 

Lincoln  Hlstoriectl  Be  search  Found©  tlon 


RELIC  OF  LINCOLN  j 

wnen  Kresiaent  ADraham  Lincoln,  | 
mortally  wounded,  was  carried  from 
Ford's  theatre  to  the  home  of  William 
Peterson,  a  tailor,  living  across  the  street, 
he  was  placed  in  the  room  of  13-year-old 
Pauline  Peterson,  where  he  breathed  his 
last  early  the  following  morning. 

During  the  night  the  blood-stained  head 
of  the  martyred  president  rested  on  the 
child's  square  feather  pillow.  The  pillow 
was  reverently  preserved  by  the  tailor's 
daughter,  who  afterwards  became  Mrs. 
Wenzing,  and  upon  her  death  she  willed 
the  prized  relic  to  Mrs.  Jessie  F.  Webster, 
a  school  teacher.  With  it  went  an  affi- 
davit prepared  by  Mrs.  Wenzing  before 
her  death,  as  follows:  i 

"This  is  to  certify  that  the  pillow  now 
in  possession  of  Jessie  F.  Webster  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  D.  C,  is  the  same 
pillow  on  which  President  Lincoln  died, 
April  15,  1865.  His  death  occurred  in 
my  room  in  my  old  home.  No.  516  Tenth 
street,  Washington,  D.  C." 


pillow  "  Blood  stained 


Relic  of  Linclon 


i  When  President  Abraham  Lincoln, 
j  mortally  wounded,  was  carried  from 
I  Ford's  theatre  to  the  home  of  William 

Peterson,  a  tailor,  living  across  the 
'street,  he  was  placed  in  the  room  of 
i  13-year-old  Pauline  Peterson,  where  he 

breathed  his  last  early  the  following 

morning. 

During  the  night  the  blood-stained 
head  of  the  martyred  Presidents  had 
rested  on  the  child's  square  feathered 
pillow.   The  pillow  was  reverently  pre- 1 
jserved  by  the  tailor's  daughter,  who^ 
afterwards  became  Mrs.  Wenzing,  and 
upon  her  death  she  willed  the  prized 
relic  to  Mrs.  Jessie  F.  Webster,  A  school 
teacher.  With  it  went  an  affidavit  pre- 1 
pared    by  Mrs.  Wenzing  before  her 
death,  as  follows: 

"This  is  to  certify  that  the  pillow 
now  in  possession  of  Jessie  F.  Webster 
of  the  City  of  Washington,  D.  C,  is 
the  same  pillow  on  which  President 
Lincoln  died,  April  15,  1865.  His  death 
occurred,  in  my  room  in  my  old  home, 
No.  516  Tenth  street,  Washington,  D.  C. 


0 


I  J 


1^  '^^^e^u^  /L^t^c4::(i,dt  ^  /fe.M^S^^^ 


Sopt«iBl»er  11^  19^2 


Mr.  FratjolB  B.  Culver 

it709  Boland  Ave.  * 

Bear  Sin  f\ 

TlMnK:  you  very  sjuoh  for  calling  to  our  attention 
ourloe  associated  with  Abr»hara  Lincoln  but  I  regret  to  e^y  , 
«e  er©  not  Intereete*  in  curios  ae  this  Foundetlon  l»re  ts 
oor©  eepeclelly  a  reeeerch  foundation  and  ne  already  have 
8  fe¥  Items  aesooleted  vlth  Ijlncoln's  sseaselnatlcHQ,  vhlch,  \ 
I  think  Is  ell  ve  would  care  to  acquire. 

Tory  truly  youre,  \ 

\ 


IAW;£B 


Director 


ikix<±i  17,  19C7 


P.O.  _j 

Door  lijCm  aioEKis: 

to  rioit  vdtli  you  mdciy  afternoon. 

 -  ■    .  you  droppod  into  tlv        '  v 

oujoyxxi  Gcx,«lng  tI>o  Lincjoln  rcOLice  cu; 


ion  oi^  to  Dr.  Gerald  Moiiirtry,  ourator 
In  P«mdation, 

^r±ll  hoar  from  Dr.  i-fcMurtry  \dt!iin 
cGn  be  uorljod  out.  ^—wumjiw 


Cordially, 


fiUliQrd  B. 


RBD/od 

cc:  ,  Dr.  Gerald  Mcl-hirtry 


March  20,  1967 


Mr.  Harry  S.  Thcxnas 
P.  0.  Box  215 

Lookout  Mountain,  Tennessee 
Dear  Mr.  Hiamas: 


iUchnra  n   itT.  ^''^^'''f  distance  telephone  witfi 

ri^ff      n^^^'        general  agent  o£  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance 
v^T.f.  ^   ^^^^'-^^^^^^-^^  ^«?^  he  has  told  nie  of  the  fine  Lincoln  relias 
you  iiave  in  your  possession.    He  mentimed  that  you  avn  two  pillav  cases 
that  were  on  the  bed  on  which  Lincoln  died,  along  vdth  a  r,art  of  In 
.^Berxcar.  flag  that  droped  his  c^ket  and  nmierouf  newspa|>;.rs!  Daguerreotyi^s , 

K«  ^       J  T'^'^f^  ^^f ^^^'^  ^^^^^  interesting  $nd  the  fact  that  they  can 

ofouZ^T^T.  °' ""'^^  " 

'fe  'iiaintain  in  our  rionie  Office  a  large  Lincoln  Library-Miisei^a 
^^M^  always  eager  to  acquire  new  materials.    We  keep  outliateriS^ 

^  conaition  and  the  one  thiiv^  that  we  can  offer  mi  owner  of  a 
S  eSiSitimr^  ^"""^""^      conti^d  carc  and  the  facilities 

x^gard  to  iTtl^  holilSs.'"''''  ''''  ^"^""^^  ^'^^^ 

such  as  oJri  contribute  your  relics  to  an  institution 

SUCH  a,^  ours,  vie  would  be  willing  to  employ  an  appraiser  and  -ive  you  a 
receipt  for  mcane  tax  purposes.    Because  our  Fomdation  i^  a  ^on-Cfit 
organiz^ion,  we  are  granted  the  right  to  give  receiptr^r  ?ncW  t^'' 


Mr.  liarry  S,  Thomas 

Page  2  .    " " 
Marcli  20,  1967 


If  you  wish  to  sell  your  relics  for  money,  we  as  a  Foundation 
are  hagipered  sauewhat  as  we  have  to  work  witliin  a  limited  budget. 
"Dien  too,  tliere  is  always  the  matter  of  fixing  a  fair  price.  "^Needless 
to  state,  CUT  budget  for  purcliasing  is  naich  more  restrictive  t-han  our 
ijolicy  of  accepting  donations  (witli  tax  receipts)  based  on  appraisials. 

I  would  like  very  mudi  to  have  &  letter  from  you  regarding 
your  plans  for  the  di^osition  of  your  wwiderful  Lincoln  relics. 

Thanking  you  for  giving  me  an  q^rtunity  to  state  ray  case. 
I  remain  * 


Yours  sincerely. 


RGMranvr 
13nclosure 


R,  Gerald  Mdlurtry 


DAVIES  a  ASSOCIATES 
General  Agents 
PHONES:  267-1123  (615)     278-3708  (404) 


300  pioneer  building 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee  37402 
219  west  crawford 
Dalton,  Georgia 


Its  name  indicates  its  character 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 

Ilarch  28,  1957 


Dr.  R.  Gerald.  McMurtry 

Lincoln  national  Life  Foundation 

Fort  UdynOf  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Iicliurtr3;^: 

Enclosed  herewith  you  will  find  copies  of  the  affidavits  concerning 
the  Lincoln  relics  o--7ned  by  Mr.  Earry  Hionas  of  Chattanooga.  Fix, 
Thomas  thought  you  vjould  be  interested  in  seeing  these  as  they 
help  authenticate  sorae  of  the  itens  irhich  he  has, 

I  understand  you  are  coraing  clovm  this  way  in  the  fall  to  view 
these  itens  and  I  certainly  hope  that  vre  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  arrange  a  speahing  engageraent  or  tiTO  for  3^ou, 

Best  personal  regards. 


Richard  ^.  Davies,  C.L.U. 


RBD/ed 
Snc, 


Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


March  30,  1967 


Mr,  Richard  B.  Davies 

Hie  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
Suite  300  ' 
Pioneer  Building 
Qiattanooga,  Tennessee  37402 

Dear  Dick: 

I  was  pleased  to  receive  your  letter  of  Mardi  28th 
along  with  co})ies  of  the  affidavits  attesting  to  tlie  authenticity 
ot  the  Lincoln  documents  in  tlie  possession  of  Mr.  Harry  Thanas 
of  Lookout  Mountain. 

I  am  going  to  ask  an  executive  officer  of  the  com- 
pany for  pennsision  to  contact  an  appraiser  to  set  a  value  on 
Mr.  Thomas'  items.  A  letter  might  give  him  an  approximate  esti- 
mate  of  the  value,    "nien,  if  he  wislies  to  present  the  items  to 
our  l;oundation,  the  appraiser  would  evaluate  them  by  careful 
examination  of  eadi  item.    IVe  of  course  would  pay  the  appraiser 
tor  his  work.    Mr.  Thonias  would  then  receive  the  appraisal  for 
mcane  tax  deduction. 

I  enjoyed  talking  with  Mr.  TJiomas  and  I  will  be  keen- 
ing m  toucli  witli  him  and  you  froin  time  to  time. 

Yours  sincerely. 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

WGMrcmvr 


DAVIES  a  ASSOCIATES 
General  Agents 
PHONES:  267-1  123  (615)     278-370S  (404) 


Chattanooga,  Tennessee  37402 


300  PIONEER  BUILDING 


219  WEST  CRAWFORD 


Dalton,  Georgia 


Jts  name  indicates  its  character 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 


May  2,  1967 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  lacMurtr3^ 

Directox'-  '  • 

The  Lincoln  ilational  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Jerry: 

Just  a  note  to  inquire  vfhere  the  negotiations  with  Harry  S,  Thomas 
of  Lookout  llountain  stand  as  regards  the  Lincoln  relics  he  oirns? 

\Jhen  1  was  in  Fort  Vfayne  a  fex-r  X'jeelcs  ago  you  indicated  the  possibility 
that  you  could  schedule  a  trip  doim  here  on  the  anniversary  of 
Kenned^r's  assassination  and  asked  that  I  look  into  speaking  engage- 
ments,   lie  have  several  good  possibilities  lined  up,  but  I  was  afraid 
to  proceed  any  further  without  hearing  more  from  you. 

Certainly  hope  things  are  well  with  3'''ou, 


Cordially, 


Richard  B 


.  Davies,  C.L.U. 


RBD/ed 


Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


May  4,  1967 


Mr.  Richard  B.  Daviss 

J:^"^^!"  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
^00  Pimeer  Building  ^ 
Giattanooga,  Tennessee  37408 

i)ear  Dick: 

yet  I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  to  discuss  with  An^n 
Steere  the  Lincoln  relics  in  aiattanoJ)^a  and  our  pla^s^  ce^  them 
^praised  for  income  tax  deductions  for  tlie  donorr^eitte?  lUe  I 
be  nr?lnt\r&        to  Q.attanooga  in  .Ove.fx.rf ''^^eL'^n' 

Twi^rhT^lL^lo^lSe^dr^^         '  ^^'^  infox4^S-as^^\L 

around  the^^^^^f^o^  1^^^  ts^^^^:'^^^ 

Z^:s:::^^n^s^-  "^^^  ^^^^^  -  ^.«^n,^ir.yr:o  that 

If  I  cannot  cone  to  Qiattanootra  in  Movcmbor    I  win  ninr^ 
your  cxty  on  ^  itinerary  for  January  ai.i  Februa^.  I^os     en  I  go 
on  an  exten<ied  spenkinR  tour  visiting  about  fourteen  cities  T)>is 
rZk.  ■'"''^^  ^        fringe  cule;  il"  the 

Yours  sincerely, 


m\/cnvr 


R.  Gerald  Mcllurtry 


DAVIES  a  ASSOCIATES 
General  Agents 
PHONES:  267-1123  (615)     278-3708  (404) 


30o  pioneer  buildfng 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee  37402 

219  west  CRAWFORD 

Dalton,  Georgia 


Its  name  indicates  lis  character 


-™  ..^^.^  u,uix.aLt;s  lis  cnaiacter 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 


lid-y  8,  1957 


Dr.  R,  Gerald  McMurtry 
Director 

The  Lincoln  Hational  Life  Foundation 
Fort  iveome,  Indiana 

Dear  Jerry: 

S^'SSttSoS::   "'^  '^'"'^■^         ^--1=^  "lies 

If  anything  comes  up  vrherein  I  can  be  of  help  on  the  ra.-f.. 
acquiring  the  "^eliV-     jr.^r.^.r  i  t^^^®  maucer  of 

J  Li.e  .eiico,  Jeriy,  please  don't  hesitate  to  call  me. 

Warm  personal  regards, 

A, 


Richard  B.  Davies,  C.L.U. 


RBD/ed 


^^^^^^(9}p^  Fort  Wayne, India 


JiHie  7,  1967 


Mr.  Richard  B.  Davis,  General  Agent 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 

300  Pioneer  Building 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee  37402 


Dear  Dick: 


I  have  discussed  with  several  people  here  the  relics  awned  bv  Mr 
Harry  Thomas  of  Oiattanooga.    My  problem  is  how  to  procSdTthe  nat: 
ter.    My  friends  here  tliink  that  the  situation  at  the  presen?  til  is 
so  nebulous  that  there  is  no  way  for  me  to  take  any  defSue  acJiL 
to  acquire  the  assassination  relics.  "ermite  action 

I  had  tliought  that  I  would  get  an  appraiser  to  make  an  estiraite 
of  the  value  of  tJie  ttims  but  I  find  tliifimpossible.l^lSs  ^h^an^ 

S'sro^'Jhr^'"'-''?  '"T^^'  Pai7expenses  ^  Satt^oo^a 

a^d  5^  of  the  appraisal  value.  Frankly,  I  have  fears  tliat  Mr  ^  arrv 
Thomas  has  too  great  expectations  abait  tlie  value  ofthe  Lo  piiiS;^ 

fh.^  ^-^"^"^  .^^  ^^^l^r  1478.    Please  note  on  page  3 

that  we  have  a  piece  ot  the  pillow  case  on  whidi  the  President's  head 
rested  at  the  time  of  his  deatli.    Tins  complicates  matS^s.    [f  Mr 
Svra  p"ce  "        '"'''"^  ""'^^  '  ^'^'^^  of'whi^ 

Tlie  feeling  here  is  that  I  do  not  liave  enough  reason  to  go  to 

reuL    bu?  S.'^^/'''^    Tn«..I.could  meet  Mr^Thomas  and  see  the 
relics,  but  the  reason  for  my  visit  would  be  obvious  to  liim  and  we 
could  not  negotiate  until  an  a,^raiser  was  contacted.  n™p 
would  prefer  for  me  to  visit  OuUtanooga  next  January  or  Febnia?^^  1Q68 
At  III  i^"^  ^hat  dates  I  expect  to  be  in  you/^ity. 

nU^  inlT.''^      ^''^  ^'^""^  ^  ^^^^  every  aveiUK.  ^lili 

migJit  lead  to  our  acquisition  of  the  material. 


Mr.  lUchard  B.  Davis 
Page  2 

June  S,  1967 


Many  thanks  to  you  for  your  help  and  interest.  Maybe  after 
tune,  wswwill  bring  this  matter  to  a  successful  conclusion. 

Yours  sincerely, 


R.  Gerald  Md^Iurtry 


l»I/cmvr 
Enclosure 


DAVIES  a  ASSOCIATES 
PHONE:  Bus.  267-1123 


suite  300,  pioneer  building 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee  37402 


Its  name  indicates  its  character 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  Mci^urtry 
Director 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Gerry: 

How  nice  to  hear  from  you  and  lear/^that  you  are 
back  in  Fort  Wayne  after  the  annual  tour.    I  know  you're 
happy  to  be  at  home  again. 

Gerry,  I  did  want  to  ask  you  whether  or  not  you  were 
successful  in  contacting  the  lady  on  Lookout  Mountain  who 
purportedly  ovmed  the  bouquet  Mrs.  Uncoln  carried  to 
Ford's  Theater  the  night  of  the  assassination. 

If  you  can  find  some  more  cartoon  reproductions  for 
us,  I'd  be  most  grateful. 


March  6,  1968 


Richard  B.  Davies,  C.L.U. 


Warm  person^W.  regards. 


RBD:md 


Fori  W.iyiic,  liiilijiiui 


tech  7,  1968 


Mr.  Richard  B.  Davies^  C.L.U. 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Ccsapany 

Suite  300  Pioneer  Building 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee  37402 

Dear  Dick: 

Many  thanks  for  your  letter  of  March  6th, 
I  did  write  a  letter  to  the  lady  in  Lookout  ^fo^lntain 
^o  said  she  owned  the  bcK|i|Q6t  Mrs.  Lincoln  carried 
to  Ford's  Theatre, 

Up  to  date  I  have  not  heard  from  her. 

I  will  get  around  to  the  cartoons  very 

soon. 

Yours  sincerely^ 


ROf/cHivr 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


DAVIES  a  ASSOCIATES 
PHONE:  Bus.  267-1123 


suite  300,  pioneer  building 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee  37402 


Its  name  indicates  its  character 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 


I'larch  25,  1968 


I'Ir.  R.  Gerald  Mcl^iirtry 
Director 

The  Lincoln  National  Ufe  Foundation 
Fort  i/ayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Gerry:  -^^^^^  -  Relics 

T  ^'^^^  '"^''^^^  correspondence  in  the  early  part 
of  last  year  concerning  the  possibility  of  acquiring  Se 

nountam.  Ihis  file  has  just  come  up  for  ray  attention 
again  and  I  have  a  suggestion  to  offer  you.  ^''^^^^^^ 

Inasmuch  as  Mrs.  Thomas  was  out  of  the  citv  during 
your  recent  visit  here,  it  would  seem  to  me  appropSSe 

S^tT    I  "  '"^^^^       condolance,  mentSnJ^g 

that  you  had  discussed  the  Uncoln  Foundation's  p^ssJSL 
interest  m  the  relics  with  Ilr.  Thomas,  and  openSg  the 
way  for  additional  negotiations.  opening  the 

Naturally,  I'll  be  happy  to  be  of  any  help  possible. 

Cordially, 


RBD:md  Richard  B.  Davies, 


Porf  W;iyiic.  Indi.iM;! 


?'feTC}i  28,  1968 


Mrs.  Iiarr>'  S,  Tli?^^ 
P.  0«  Box  215 

Lookout  Mountain,  Temsessee 


Dear  ?4rs.  'n\zmm% 

Throigh  ^!r.  Richard  B.  Davis,  the  General  Agent  of  The  Lincoln  National 
Ufe  Insurance  Cwpany  in  Chattanooga,  I  learned  that  voiir  iSe  husS 
«med  so^ie  interesting  relics  of  Abraham  Lincoln.    In  fact    I  had  a 
telephone  conversation  with  hi^.  in        fall  of  1967  ebo»it  the  iSli^. 

ar!r^Q?H^l?T''!!!^  hi^  personally  when  t  visited  Chattanooga  in  Febru- 
ary,  1968  and  X  was  distressed  to  loiirn  of  his  surWen  deathr   Mav  T 
tend  w  ^hxcnm  sympathy  to  ymi.  ^ 

cSas  ^d""?!!? J^«l!''f  disposition  you  plan  to  mke  of  the  oillo.. 
StrJ^   the  fragment  of  velvet  taken  fron  the  Lincoln  box  at  Ford's 

nl?^.?"^f 5?  ^^f'  ^  pro|>osed  tliat  we  have  the  relics  m,- 

^I'J.  could  give  him  a  receipt  for  an  inco^iie  tax  deduction^  I 

m  wondering  if  this  idea  would  stppe^l  to  you*  u*^«L,ccx.n„  i 

of  Se  ^ScL'^^'^  ^^^"^  ''''  ^^^"^  disposition 
I  enclose  a  booklet  about  our  fine  Lincoln  Library-Museum. 

Yours  sincerely, 


R»  Gerald  f'ld^^rtry 


Enclosure 

cc:   Mr.  Richard  B.  Davis 
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FT  V'AYNE  IND  ^ 
fOULD  LIKE  TO  DONATE  THE  LINCOLN  PILLOW  CASES  TO  YOUR  LINCOLN 
LIBRAPY  f^l]SEUM   IF  THEY  CAN   BE  APPRAISED  BEFORE  JANUARY  1ST 
SO  I  CAN  TAKE  AN   INCOME  TAX  DEDUCTION.    YOURS  SINCERELY 
MARY  D  THOMAS 

S  THOMAS  (MRS  HARRY  S  THOMAS)    POX  215  LOOKOUT  MOUNTAIN  PHONE  NUMBER 
P15AEST 

*'  I* 

2\ 5  1 -^937 


H.  S.  Thomas  Co. 

p.  O.  BOX  2 1 5 

LOOKOUT  MOUNTAIN, TENNESSEE  37350 

404-831-6937 
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DecOTber  19 ^  1968 


Mrs.  Mary  S.  Thomas 
P.  0.  Box  215 

Lookout  Mountain »  Tennessee 


Dear  Mrs»  Ihomasj 


Many  thanks  for  your  Christmas  card  and  not©.    We  would  like 
very  much  to  have  the  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  shawl  which  came  to 
you  as  a  gift  from  your  mother-in-law  (Anna  Petersen  Thomas) 


I  can  use  your  note  as  an  authenticating  statement  regarding 
the  relic.    This  should  raake  a  nice  acquisition  for  us.  Will 
you  please  send  the  shawl  to  us  after  tlie  first  of  the  year. 

Despite  the  disappointiaent  and  miscarriage  of  plans,  I  do 
appreciate  your  kAidness  in  being  willing  to  donate  the  Lin- 
coln death  bed  pillow  cases  to  our  Lincoln  Library-Museua. 

I  wonder  if  your  nephew  would  be  willing  to  exchange  the  pil- 
low cases  for  a  $5,000  (or  less)  appraisal  which  he  could  ap- 
ply to  his  own  income  tax? 

Witli  every  good  wish  for  the  holiday  season,  I  reiaain 


Yours  sincerely 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


( 


December  18,  1968 


Mr,  Pdclmrd  B,  Davies 

Tae  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Cmp&ny 
Siiite  300,  Pioneer  Building 
Giattanooga,  Tennessee  37402 

Dear  Dick: 

I  Iiiive  bad  news.    The  bankers  advised  that  no  income 
tax  deduction  can  be  realized  on  the  Lincoln  pil- 
lar cases,    Tae  estate  lias  been  closed.  Conse- 
quent ly^  firs*  Tnomas  let  lier  nephew  have  the  itess 
and  lie  is  going  to  consider  giving  tliem  to  Ford*s 
Tlieatre,    She  asked,  by  telephone,  if  she  owed  m& 
any  money,    I  told  lier  no,  but  slie  had  mined  my 
Christmas, 

I  enclose  a  Xerox  copy  of  her  telegram  which  proBi[>ted 
me  to  write  you, 

I'd  til  the  best  wishes  for  tlie  iioliday  season,  I  re- 
main 

Yours  sincerely. 


RGH/anvr 
Enclosure 


R.  Gerald  Mc^furtry 


0  i<  i)  u  XB 


Lincoln  died  here  Iwo  hour.s  ago. 


Here  is  iho  evidence  of  tlial  nj^oni/in-  ni-iil  of 
(lyiti-  one  hundre.l  years  ago.  This  historic  photo- 
graph-fading,  torn  at  tlie  edges  -unpul.Ii>hcd  ;,„<! 
iini<novvn  for  ninely-six  h.ng  yours- -reveals  death's 
course  in  shocking  detail.  Jnst  a  few  minutes  be- 
fore it  was  taken  Lincoln  lay  diagonally  across 
this  rumpled  bed,  haxMn^l_ded^^ 

lliliiilM., 0'.',ih,e  ground  hTUZ  yard  oIJI^TdTni^ 

ko«?i[l>Isjioiise,  angry  aTn^T^STrnTnT;^^^ 
2liEJf.£khlof  i^ein^  used  as  I  maTelTulTT^iT^^p^ 
iHd_inatclied  Jbe_ot^^^ 

the  window.  ~  — - 

As  soon  as  the  last  visitor  had  lefl,  the  upstairs 
hoarder  Julius  Ulkc  brought  oul  his  cherished 
cam.;ra,  a  great  unwieldy  wooden  box  with  its 
powerful  lenses  set  in  shining  brass.  M]  nU-hl 
long  Ihe  I  like  brothers  ha.l  h.-!pe.l  .varry  hot  u  ah-r 
i-pslairs  from  the  kitchen  to  Willi.-  Chuk's  room 
:jvhoroJJr^^  that  thTT^was  emoly" 

Julius  persuaded  Clark  not  to  move  anything,  even 
by  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  until  he  set  up  his  camera 
and  adjusted  it  on  its  stand  at  tlic  far  end  of  the 
room.  J)uring  the  night  the  bed  had  been  pulled 
out  from  the  wall  so  that  the  doctors  could  en- 
circle Lincoln.  Now  Ulke  and  Clark  pushed  it  back 
to  ils  original  position.  The  trays  and  bottles  were 
ready.  Tlie  long  exposure  of  the  sticky,  collodion- 
coated  glass  negative  was  m.adc,  and.  'as  it  had  to 
be,  immediately  developed.  Five  minutes  later  [Jlke 
held  it  up  to  the  light.  There  on  his  piece  of  glass 
was  the  humlde  r<rom,  tliere  the  mornin-  I'i  di. 
streaming  in  through  the  front  door  past  the 
stairway  banisl,-rs,  there  the  pillows  with  their 
dark  evidence,  there  the  chair  in  which  Mrs  I  in" 
cohi  had^sat  as  she  begged.  "Oh,  shoot  me.  n.rtor. 
why  don't  you  shoot  me,  too?" 


Tile  lorn  iiiul  faded  evidence  of  the  tragic  night. 


Tc  nnd  The  Home  R'/icrc  iincofn  Uied. 
nf  ^avmtown  Waahingion,  commemorate 
tragic  dentli  of  Abraham  LAneoln 


April  14,1865 

iv;is  a  day  i>f  celebration  and  thanksgiv- 
ing in  tho  Norlliurn  States.  AfUr  four 
lojiK  years  of  war.  Gen.  Koliert  E.  Lee  had 
surrendered  and  the  capitulation  of  the 
Confederate  Army  of  Gen.  J.  E,  Johnston 
was  expected  soon.  At  Ford's  Theatre  on 
10th  Street  the  celebrated  comedy  "Our 
American  Cousin"  had  opened  n  I-night 
stund.  The  play  featured  Laura  Keene,  a 
distinguished  actress,  in  the  leading  role. 

About  10:30  a.m.,  a.  White  House  mes- 
.'f  nger  came  to  Ihe  theatre  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  President  and  Mrs,  Lincoln  to 
:iH(n<t  the  evening  performance.  Gen.  and 
.Mrs.  Uly:=e':  S.  Grant  were  to  accompany 
tliem.  but  in  the  afternoon  other  plans 
forced  them  (o  cancel  the  engagement.  In 
tht'ir  place  ttie  Lineolns  invited  Maj.  Henry 
R.  liathbonc  iuid  liis  fiancee.  Clara  Harris. 
The  (hi?atre  managers  made  elaborate  prep- 
.ir  ii  ,■.!.■=  for  the  Presidential  %-isil.  The  par- 
•  ■  -  etween  the  two  upper  boxes  on  the 
■'  itie  stage  wns  removed.  A  sofa  and 
■  mrs,  including  an  upholstered  rock- 
',ur  which  Lincoln  had  used  on  pre- 
.  I  'll  -  MMts,  were  brought  into  the  box.  They 
plaeed  .\mericnn  flags  on  staffs  beside  the 
box  and  draped  others  on  the  railing.  The 
blue  regimental  flag  of  the  U.S.  Treasury 
Gunrds  hung  from  a  staff  aguinat  the  cen- 


'Irew  up  ill  front  of  the  theatre.  His  body- 
guard met  the  party  and  escorted  them  up 
the  stairs  and  on  to  the  Presidential  box. 
The  play  was  in  progress,  but  on  the  ar- 
rival of  the  President  the  orchestra  struck 
up  "Hail  to  the  Chief."  The  audience  rose 
iin.i  i  heercd  as  they  caught  sight  of  the 
l'i>  i  l.-nt,  and  Lincoln  moved  to  the  front 
:  "  .      •\  imd  bowed.  After  the  party  was 

Ai..ut  an  hour  later.  John  Wilkes  Booth, 
a  prominent  actor  of  the  day,  rode  up  to 
the  back  door  of  the  theatre  and  called  for 
a  stagehand  to  hold  his  horse.  Crossing  un- 
der the  stage,  he  made  his  way  to  the  Star 
Saloon  nex-t  door  and  ordered  whiskey. 
Shortly  after  10,  Booth  returned  to  the  the- 

circle  where  he  watched  the  play  for  a  few 
minutes.  Then  he  quickly  entered  the  pas- 
<rigev\ay  to  the  Presidential  box.  Barring 
till-  'ki'ir,  he  iii^|,pi^i]  into  the  box  carrying 
1  '-irii.'le-;ii..i  iii  rnnirer  and  a  dagger.  He 
i;,..v  ,i,r-.^ly  behind  Lincoln,  who  sat 
Ailh  hi^  hv:nl  -lightly  turned  toward  the 
audience.  It  was  about  10:15  when  the 
muffled  shot  sounded.  The  President  slumped 
forward  in  his  chair,  then  sank  backward. 
Major  Rathbonc  leaped  to  his  feet  and  grap- 
pled ivith  the  assassin.  Booth  stabbed  him 
1  and  vaulted  from  the  box  onto 


the  i 


age, 


jumped,  his  spur  caught  in  the  Treasury 
Guards  flag  and  hit  the  Washington  pic- 
lure.  Thrown  oti  balance,  he  landed  awk- 
wardly on  the  .stage,  breaking  his  left  leg. 
Rv-ii  50,  he  was  able  to  escape  through  the 
liacli  door,  .slashing  the  orchestra  leader  on 
the  way.  He  hurriedly  mounted  his  horse 
and  pounded  down  the  alley  to  F  Street. 

The  audience  was  momentarily  stunned 
l.y  Booth's  mad  act,  then  confused  and  ter- 
rified. Three  doctors  from  the  audience 
examined  the  stricken  President.  The  bullet 
had  entered  just  above  the  left  ear  and 
hedged  behind  the  right  eye.  Lincoln  lay 
unconscious  and  barely  breathing.  Recog- 
condition  as  serious,  the  doctors 


>  the  ' 


ride  over 


;  House  might  c 


roomer,  one  Henry  Salford,  Told  that  thi< 
President  hud  been  shot,  he  called  for  the 
nu'ii  carrying  the  unconscious  body  out  of 

.-arried  the  President  into  a  small  first-floor 
bedroom  and  laid  him  diagonally  across  the 
bed.  Throughout  the  night  the  doctors  kept 
watch,  as  a  continuous  parade  of  Cabinet 
heads.  Congressmen,  Army  oflicers,  and 
friends  came  lo  the  bedside.  Mrs.  Lincoln, 
overcome  with  grief,  occasionally  [eft  the 
front  parlor  to  go  to  her  husband.  In  the 
back  parlor  Secretary  of  War  Edwin  M. 
Stanton   began   his  investigation   of  the 

nesses  and  gave  t! 


Nothing  could  be  done  to  help  the  dying 
President,  and  at  7:22  the  next  morning  the 
■^irufigle  ended.  Six  days  after  Lee  sur- 
rendered at  Appomattox,  President  Lincoln 

was  dead 


Ford's  Theatre 


-ens  laid  on  February  28,  ISflS,  and  a  few 
months  later  Ford's  Theatre  was  finished. 
Ii  replaced  an  earlier  building,  the  First 
Raptist  Church,  which  dated  back  to  1834, 


in  X859,  the  congregation  merged  with  an- 
other church,  and  the  building  was  aban- 
doned. Two  years  later  John  T.  Ford,  a 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  theatrical  pro- 
ducer, bought  the  property  and  converted  it 
into  a  theatre — only  to  see  it  burn  doivn  on 
December  30,  1662. 

ornte  than  the  earlier  converted  church, 
Built  of  brick,  it  followed  the  best  designs 
of  the  day  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
finest  theatres  in  the  country. 

After  Lincoln' 
Department  stationed  guarc 
Theatre  nnd  canceled  all 
formances.  In  June  16G5  t 
restored^  lo  Ford,  who  plani 


ing  nnd 


work  was  removed,  and  the  building  was 
divided  into  three  stories.  In  1866  the  Gov- 
ernment purchased  the  building,  and,  for 
many  years  after,  it  was  occupied  by  agen- 
cies of  the  War  Department. 

On  June  9,  1893,  a  second  tragedy  oc- 
curred when  the  three  floors  collapsed,  kill- 
building  was  repaired  the  following  year. 

Since  1932.  Ford's  Theatre  has  housed  the 
Osbom  H,  Oldroyd  collection  of  Lincolniana, 
Oldroyd  gathered  his  collection  for  more 
than  60  years.  It  was  first  displayed  in  the 
Lincoln  home  in  Springfield,  III.  In  1893  it 
was  brought  to  Washington  and  placed  in 
the  Petersen  House.  The  Government  pur- 
chased it  in  1926.  The  collection  includes 
books  from  Lincoln's  library,  the  playbill 
for  the  night  of  the  tragedy,  and  letters, 
documents,  and  other  objects  relating  to 
Lincoln.  Items  Inter  added  include  Booth's 
Deringer,  his  diary,  the  Treasury  Guai-ds 
flag,  the  sofa,  and  the  engraving  of  Wash- 
ington from  the  Presidential  bar. 

In  1964.  Ford's  Theatre  was  closed  for 
restoration  to  its  appearance  on  the  night 
of  the  assassination.  The  interior  was  re- 
moved, then  rebuilt  according  to  the  find- 
ings of  extensive  research.  The  furnishings 
and  accessories  are  either  authentic  period 
pieces  or  faithful  reproductions. 


The  Bouse  Where 
Lincoln  Died 

516  10th  Street  NW.,  was  built  by'wilhrm 
Petersen  in  1849.  Because  the  house  had 
niorr  rooms  than  they  needed,  the  family 
kept  roomers.  William  T.  Clark,  employed 
by  the  Quartermaster  General's  otHce,  oc- 
cupied the  room  to  which  Lincoln  was 
taken.  In  1878,  heirs  of  the  family  sold  the 
house  to  Louis  Schade,  who  published  The 
Wasbini/lon  Sentinel  in  the  basement  front- 
ing on  lOth  Street  for  many  years.  The 
Government  purchased  the  house  from  the 
family  in  1896  for  JSfl.OOO.  Though  substan- 
tially unchanged  since  18G5,  the  house  has 
been  renovated  by  the  National  Park 
Service. 


In  the  front  parlor  are  a  horsehai 
and  a  high-back  rocking  chair  fro 
Lincoln    home   in  Springleli 


the 


table  1 


a  those  in  the  r 


oi  cne  assassination.  The  back  parlor  has 
a  sofa  also  from  the  Lincoln  home  in 
Springfield.  The  center  table  resembles  the 
one  used  by  Cpl.  James  Tanner  while  tak- 
ing notes  from  witnesses  of  the  tragedy. 

The  small  bedroom  where  President  Lin- 
coln was  taken  is  furnished  much  us  it  was 
on  the  night  he  died.  A  copy  of  the  "Village 
Blacksmith"  replaces  the  one  on  the  wall, 
while  above  the  bed  is  a  copy  of  Rosa 
Bonheur'a  "Hor^e  Fair."  The  wallpaper  is 
similar  to  the  original  pattern,  and  the  bed 
and  chairs  closely  resemble  those  in  the 
room  at  the  time  of  Lincoln's  death, 

ADMINISTRATION 

Ford's  Theatre  and  House  Where  Lincoln 
Died  are  administered  by  the  National  Park 
Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  the  Interior. 

The  National  Park  System,  of  which 
these  buildings  are  units,  is  dedicated  to 
conserving  the  grent  historical,  natural, 
and  recreational  places  of  the  United  States 
for  the  benefit  and  enjoyment  of  the  people. 

A  superintendent,  whose  address  is  Cen- 
tral National  Capital  Parka,  900  Ohio 
Drive  SW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20240.  is  in 
charge  of  both  units, 

THE  DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  INTE- 
RIOR—the  Nation's  principal  natural  re- 
assure that  our  expendable  resources  are 
managed  to  produce  optimum  benefits,  and 

and  prosperity  of  the  United  States,^ow 
and  in  the  future. 

U.  S.  Department  of  the  Interior 
National  Parle  Service 


FORD'S  THEATRIi 
THE  HOUSE  WHERE 
IilltfCOIiltf  DIED 
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